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Abstract
The first and second generations of international criminal courts serve as the cornerstone in the development of
the international criminal justice system. These courts have played a pivotal role in interpreting and
implementing the rules of international humanitarian law. This role began with the Nuremberg and Tokyo
Tribunals. The second generation, represented by specialized international criminal courts such as the
International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) and the International Criminal Tribunal for
Rwanda (ICTR), contributed to the development of judicial precedents related to international humanitarian law
and the strengthening of accountability mechanisms. This has led to the reinforcement of international justice
principles.These courts have helped clarify legal concepts related to international crimes and expand the scope
of criminal responsibility, including the responsibility of leaders and indirect perpetrators for crimes committed
during armed conflicts.

Keywords: First generation, Second generation, International criminal courts, Law enforcement, Law
interpretation, International humanitarian law.
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