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Al-Bukhala’ (The Misers) by Al-Jahiz is considered one of the most prominent works that provides a vivid
portrayal of the social classes during the Abbasid era. In his narrative, Al-Jahiz addresses this subject in a
humorous style, yet it carries sharp social critique and symbolism. The social symbolism is evident in how Al-
Jahiz conceptualizes the characters, who are marked by miserliness and arrogance, while also reflecting the
behaviors and actions of diverse social classes. The characters themselves are depicted symbolically to reveal
the psychological state of the classes they belong to. The misers represent groups striving to hoard wealth by
any means, reflecting the class disparities that characterized Abbasid society. Simultaneously, through these
characters, Al-Jahiz critiques the mindset that links social value to wealth and calls for transcending such
regressive values through satire and humor.In addition, Al-Bukhala’ offers intellectual criticism that mirrors the
development of social thought in the Abbasid era. It raises questions about human nature and behavior,
advocating for reforming the actions of various classes and achieving social justice by reexamining values
associated with wealth and status. Thus, it can be said that the social symbolism in Al-Bukhala’ goes beyond
portraying miserliness as an individual trait or ideological fixation; it represents a set of social and cultural
attitudes reflecting the socio-economic tensions of the time. This makes the text a significant critical work in
classical literature.This research aims to study the social symbolism in Al-Bukhala’ by Al-Jahiz and analyze its
role in critiquing Abbasid society by examining the symbols representing various social classes and their impact
on character development in the text. The study explores symbolism in the context of the Abbasid social
background and how these symbols helped portray the struggles of the poor classes and critique the wealthy
and miserly. It offers an analytical perspective on symbolic representation and how it reflects social disparities
in the literary text. Ultimately, this study seeks to understand the dimensions of literary symbolism and its
cultural and social applications.Keywords: Al-Jahiz, symbolism, Al-Bukhala’, social classes, Abbasid
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