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Abstract

The duty of the state (administration) to maintain public order is fixed without any text on it and it is not
permissible to waive it or refer it to something else. Since it is now established that public morals are part of
public order, whether this is done through judicial development or legislative text, then protecting and preserving
them from everything that disturbs them and defiles their serenity is a duty whose existence is not doubted and
whose importance is not disputed; since the state’s preservation and protection of its values, principles and
morals is an affirmation of its existence and a guarantee of its survival. This topic is considered one of the
important topics in the field of administrative law in particular and public law in general, especially in our Islamic
countries; Therefore, the law has become a tool and a means to create new ethics that apply in that society or to
cancel the ethics that are known in society in light of what is known as cultural and social globalization and the
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diminishing authority of the administration towards it in preserving and protecting public morals, especially after
the spread of directed and undirected satellite channels, in addition to the Internet and other modern means of
communication, in light of which the world has become a small village in which each country is affected by what
happens in the other country. The importance of the subject is also evident in the establishment of many countries
of special agencies and departments to protect public morals from desecration or destruction, and this is in several
areas, including: committees to monitor and examine artistic works and cinematic films, whose mission is to
verify the extent to which they affect the beliefs and morals of society, and the presence of tourist police in many
countries, especially tourist ones, whose tasks include monitoring the application of the law in all places
frequented by foreign tourists in anticipation of what they may do in terms of actions that may contradict the
values of their society. The will of the legislator, which is the basis of every penal rule, represents a reflection of
the will of society. Perhaps one of the most important tasks undertaken by the legislator in society is to
criminalize worthless acts and call on individuals to embrace positive values such as cooperation, honesty,
loyalty and truthfulness, in order to direct society towards achieving the desired goals of the penal policy
followed based on their positive values, because social values and interests exist in society even if there is no
legal system, and the role of the law is initially limited to revealing them and regulating them to prevent their
conflict with each other on the one hand, and with public order and public morals on the other hand. But what is
the position of contemporary penal policy on the social values prevailing in society.
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