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Summary:
Place is a major component in any work of art because it occupies a large space and a vast area, especially in the
novel and its many elements that intertwine and connect in order to reach a clear meaning. The place is
considered one of the basic components of the novel; the Russian formalists gave great value to this narrative
element after it was a secondary element that critics did not pay attention to in study and analysis like the rest of
the elements, as they relied on the character and believed that they were real characters of flesh and blood and
not of paper as the formalists later proved, because it contributes to crystallizing the text and its clarity and the
characters’ tendency to work within this conceptual framework. The author is closely linked to the place; because
the goal of this lens is not to furnish the text and take up a large space, but to make the reader aware of his
experience and the successful storyteller must be aware of this in order to succeed in highlighting the specificity

of the place and its meaning. The novel (Season of Innocence) by the Iraqi writer Mahmoud Al-Samarrai,
published by the Union of Writers and Authors in Irag in 2024, is one of the important novels in expressing the
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modern history of Irag, which talked about the displaced and the problems of families who belonged to ISIS and
then remained alone after the death of the head of the family. It pays attention to the children and women
belonging to ISIS. It is one of the important works in which human emotion is manifested, and creates a
relationship with the place that ranges between familiarity and hostility. There is a hostile place that we saw in
this novel, manifested in the camp, displacement and prison, and there is a familiar one that appeared in the novel
Season of Innocence, represented and appeared in the home and other beloved places, and between them human
feelings fluctuate. In the place, a group of human values are manifested, an expression of the self, and the
alienation that it possesses. The heroes of this novel are lost expatriates, and sometimes there is no place that
contains them except prison, so the place came to express the tragedy of the Iraqgi person.
Keywords: Novel, Season of Innocence, Place, Formalists, Self, Samarrai.
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