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Abstract
The current research aims to know the foundations and interpretive trends that Al-Shahrastani used to interpret

the Holy Qur’an according to the verses that need interpretation or other meanings.The current research concluded
that most of the interpretations in the Secrets section, which can be found under the interpretation of almost every
verse, have an esoteric nature. On the other hand, Keys to Secrets can be described, in its most general terms, as
an eclectic explanation; The verses are interpreted first according to their external meaning and then according to
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their esoteric aspects, with the two explanations presented under separate headings (except in a few places); This
serves as a clear indication of the eclectic structure of the work.Al-Shahrastani’s esoteric interpretations are also
expansions of the concepts of esotericism and interpretation among the Imamis, especially the early Akhbari
scholars, such as Al-Kulayni, Al-Ayyashi, and Al-Saffar AI-Qummi. All of these people have repeated in their
writings the narration: “The Qur’an has an external and an internal dimension,” although what they are referring
to here has not been clearly stated. This is because in the Imami news school there is a repeated emphasis on the
dual dimension of the Qur’an, using the concepts of the external and internal interpretations; But the appropriate
clarification was not provided that would allow us to understand the deep meaning attributed to the concepts of
interiority and interpretation.Keywords: (Interpretive trends, Al-Shahrastani)
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