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Abstract[_]

The research focuses on the position of statutory legislation in Irag, Egypt, and Algeria, and demonstrating the
extent of their adequacy in providing the required protection to antiquities by not violating the procedures and
rules stipulated in this regard, and matching that with practical reality. The study also presented the difference
between punitive texts and special laws in dealing with and deterring cases of attacks on archaeological sites
and artifacts and preserving the national wealth of peoples and their cultural heritage. The study also addressed
the crimes that constitute an assault on the ownership of antiquities, which are represented by excavations that
violate licensing rules, theft of antiquities, and illegal trafficking in them. It also addressed the crimes that cause
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damage to antiquities, which are represented by destroying antiquities, forging antiquities, and smuggling them.
Then the study presented the most important proposals, the most important of which is increasing legal
awareness among individuals. The importance of antiquities as a national wealth on the one hand, and the
cultural identity of peoples on the other hand, and the necessity of eliminating the causes that lead to committing
archaeological crimes. Keywords: antiquities theft, excavation without a license, destruction, illegal trade
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