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The Ayyubid state is considered one of the most important Islamic states that ruled Egypt and the Levant
in the Middle Ages. It played an important role in defeating the Crusaders and liberating Jerusalem, and
it also contributed to the flourishing of cultural life in the region. The Ayyubid state was founded by Saladin
al-Ayyubid in Egypt in 1171, after he overthrew the last Fatimid caliphs. Saladin was a talented military
leader who defeated the Crusaders in several battles, most notably the Battle of Hattin in 1187, which
returned Jerusalem to the Muslims. Cultural life flourished in the Ayyubid era, as it witnessed an active
scientific, literary and artistic movement. Many Ayyubid scholars, writers, and artists contributed to this,
most notably the poet Ibn al-Rumi, the philosopher Ibn Rushd, and the physician Ibn al-Nafis. After
Saladin's death in 1193, the Ayyubid state expanded significantly, extending to include new territories in
the Levant, Hijaz, Yemen, and Nubia. The competence of its military rulers and the support of the Abbasid
Caliph for them contributed to this. The Ayyubid state began to weaken in the fourteenth century, as it
suffered a series of defeats against the Mongols and Tatars. The Ayyubid rule in Egypt ended in 1250,
when Shajarat al-Durr killed the last Ayyubid sultan, Turan Shah.
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