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Abstract

This paper deals with the issue of the authority of the caliphate and the means of preserving it in the view
of the Abbasid caliphs between (132-232 AH /750-847 AD). After the Abbasid caliphs seized this power
and authority and took it from the Umayyads, they tried their best to preserve it and keep it under their
patronage.This paper sheds light on the means used by the Abbasid caliphs in this respect, along with
showing the various means and the different ways they used to keep that power in their hands and preserve
it. Among those means is the theory of the ‘sacred divine’ right that they employed to pass the principle of
eligibility and that it is an authority guaranteed to them and derived from the guidance of God Almighty,
and that they are the chosen ones to assume those authorities.

They have also focused on the fact that they are the most suitable among the people to assume the position
of caliphate. Moreover, they also tried to benefit from the writings of some historians who promoted the
virtues of the Abbasids and their superiority over others (Book of Maghazi) which was written by
Muhammad ibn Issaaq (d.: 150 AH /767 CE). In addition, they have adopted various means to give the
characteristic of legitimacy to their rule, including their wearing the cloak of the Prophet (PBUH) upon
assuming the caliphate and on feasts and events and on the platforms, with harnessing titles and hadiths
attributed to themselves and their workers, and appointing governors from the Abbasid house to Islamic
states and cities, as well as the use of force and physical elimination to preserve on that power.

Keywords: the caliphs, the Abbasids, the authority of the caliphate
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