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Abstract:
This study examines the book of one of the most famous Scandinavian orientalists, Harris Birkeland, which
is entitled (Old Muslim Opposition Against The Interpretation of the Koran). The book discusses the idea of
opposing the interpretation (Tafsir) of the Noble Qur’an by the Followers (Tabi‘oon) and those following
them in the first centuries of Islam, and it is assumed that there is a great opposition to any attempt to explain
and interpret the Qur’anic text. It claims that this is due to religious and ideological and expedient reasons.
This study takes an analytical and critical approach of Harris's ideas on this subject, and returned to the
sources of classical Islamic literature in an attempt to evaluate the theories and theses contained in this book.
The study reaches several results, the most important of which is that Harris did not come up with anything
new in his proposition, but rather agreed with other orientalists regarding the history and origin of the
interpretation of the Qur’an. Besides, his methodology encompasses contradictions and disturbances in
understanding the texts indicating the prohibition of interpretation in the era of the Followers. Key Words:

Scandinavian Orientalism, Haris Birkeland, Opposition to The Interpretation of the Qur'an, Followers
(Tabi'oon)
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