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Research Abstract
The current COVID-19 pandemic has imposed an exceptional situation on the world that necessitate the need
to re-evaluate the different aspects of the self-preservation objective of Islam and to value it over worships
and customs. This research has shown the importance of self-preservation among the five higher objectives
of Islamic law, as well as the fact that the COVID-19 pandemic - in terms of religious characterization - is a
public harm and a global epidemic which requires the act of the governor to bind rules that will minimize
civil harm and damage. Conclusions:
1 .The responsibility for assessing the extent of harm and damage during COVID-19 pandemic lies with the
Governor first, and on individuals secondly .
2 -The self-preservation objective — as one of the higher objectives of Islamic law — premises the application
of exceptional provisions on the visible acts of worship which is an evidence that they (the visible acts of
worship) are complementary to the necessary religion, not its core.
3 .The ruling of the governor on restricting the permissible is binding and a duty to follow.
4 -Quarantine has its origin in the Sunnah, and the ruling of the governor moves the provision from guidance
to compulsion.
5. The governor has the authority to obligate exceptional provisions on the visible acts of worship, restrict
public and economic freedoms, and impose quarantine and social spacing.

Keywords:
Self-preservation, The higher objectives of Islamic law, The exceptional provision, Restriction of the
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