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Discourse of the Andalusian Journey according to Ibn Khaldun and its
Intentions

Assistant Professor Dr. Ghaida Ahmed Sa’adoun
University of Mosul
College of Education for Girls
Department of Arabic Language
ABSTRACT

The present research requires a contemplation about the term of discourse,
its mechanisms and purposes, and how Ibn Khaldiin employed it in documenting his
journey to Andalusia, which he included in his book (The Journey of Ibn Khaldiin)
or as it is called (Definition of Ibn Khaldin and his Journey to the West and the
East). In fact, we have a pause to contemplate about his architecture of the journey
speech to discover its objectives through the narrative methodology that he
followed in: He mentioned (his vision of himself and others and their vision of him.
The way of composing the others, including companions and enemies, , and what
he needs in terms of communicative requirements , arguments and persuasion
make us have a stand about it besides his methodology for mentioning the
(personalities) whom he stays long at some of them and ignores others despite their
agreement on the scientific and political status. What attracts our attention is the
rhetorical mechanisms in determining (times and events) and how to document them
in his journey discourse , and we also followed the mention of (Andalusian places
and environment) and its descriptions of them and what accompanies them. This is
accompanied with the general mention of these elements with the purposes that he
sought and we come to the conclusion that the major intention he wanted to
highlight is the one who mentioned this journey is to uphold himself and to prove
his linguistic and literary prowess, and highlight his position and that of his
predecessors in Andalusi , We have come across that Ibn Khaldiin, in this journey,
he is yearning for his past and the dearness of his ancestors in Andalusia as if he
was there and lived in this past and this is , in psychology, known as nostalgia.. We
add the other intentions that we can discern from his journey speech to a, foremost
of which is the historical documentation of the events of his time. We have taken
into consideration the literary documentation of his texts and those of other writers,
as well as highlighting the cultural pattern of the Andalusian environment.
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