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The Japanese - China Convergence 1972-1978
"Historical study"

Assistant Professor Dr. Wisam Hadi Akar
The Ministry of Education / Education in Baghdad / Al-Karkh Second

(Abstract)

The post-World War Il phase represents one of the most important historical
stages in the march of international relations in general, and Japanese-Chinese
relations in particular. As it is known that both Japan and China accompanied after
World War 1l a new phase of their modern history that differed radically from the
previous ones At the time when Japan was subjected directly to the American
occupation for the first time in its modern and contemporary history in 1945; After the
end of the civil war in 1949, the Republic of China emerged as a major international
communist power that could threaten American, Western and Japanese interests in the
Far East.

It appears to those who follow the history of Japanese-Chinese relations that it is a
long history that includes many events that affected directly and indirectly the
economic, political and security levels, as Japan became the cornerstone of the US
(Policy of Containment) to confront the Chinese Communist tide. In light of this, this
research came to shed light on the Japanese-Chinese rapprochement between (1972-
1978), as the first date represented the beginning of that rapprochement through the
visit of the Japanese Prime Minister (Kakoy Tanaka) to Beijing in September 1972,
while the second date represented the signing of the two parties on Treaty of Peace
and Friendship in August 1978.

The research was divided into three main axes. The first dealt with the trajectories
of Japanese-Chinese relations from 1960-1972, in which we dealt with the efforts of
the two countries to enhance their commercial and economic ties after 1960, and the
US role opposing that rapprochement, while the second axis explained the motives for
the Japanese-Chinese rapprochement in 1972. 1978, in which we discussed the impact
of international and regional factors in strengthening the Japanese-Chinese
rapprochement in 1972, which was positively reflected in the signing of the 1978
Treaty, which we discussed in the third axis under the title of the provisions of the
Japan-China Peace and Friendship Treaty in 1978, and its impact on relations between
the two countries.
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