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Abstract

Plea is an approach which bridge the gap between God and his

servants. To represent the real contact between God and his creation, plea
Is an instinctive feature that one resorts to in hi daily life. It has an a
favorable outcome.

It explains what is going on in human psyche. Religiously, it is a way
of seeking refuge from God. Plea lies in the real believe of God's
commands and following His instructions. Actually, it is one of the
ethics of Islam. This trait has a positive outcome.

Several sermons and supplications elevate and activate the importance
of this virtue.

The study attempts to answer the following questions:

1. Linguistically, what are the devices used to express plea in sermons
and supplications selected?
2. Is there a contact between plea and the topics discussed in the data

selected?
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This paper aims at:
1. Investigating the linguistic devices used to express plea in some

selected sermons and supplications.
2. Tracing back the relation between plea and topics discussed in the text

above.
It is hypothesized that:
1. The preacher(s) makes use of certain devices that denote plea in the

selected sermons and supplications.
2. It is expected that there is a close correlation between plea and the

main issues of the speech .
After analyzing the data selected, the findings of the investigation

validate all the hypotheses above.

256



o e abhl
322 Anel> G o i ol saitd] & Al yal! daaloll
e A Al b)) el ol | ] il Sl yoldly D gl 352 30

" el SN unditl] S (§ (Sl kil k| ik
( uildl adall) 2020 Jodl yeals 17-16

4y gl Al a3 Jida el g ubad B Sl 6l o ggda
(alail) 4al ale /4 500 AR piale— Olsle G Gy o]
#3008 Aol - Lalsad pghal) A

zainab.hussain@uokerbala.edu.ig

a.karar74@yahoo.com

ol paile

W A 2l G A3S N ALall g g Mat s ailas 40 o E Gl oo S il
il 8 lid Lae il iy Aose sl 4lim (8 s ) ymy 2l Ll Loy
Sy L Alady Ao dSlalially aluY) s Jhsills Al A alill ey Ay )
LA aa) aady  lady ddlass )l 5) gLl 3l g Sidal) olinay Jougil o s
ool gl J sill A () (g sSAN g g JIl 5 £ gl HledaY Al g 43) Cua 23LY!
g 55 A Aae Vs dgall aladll A3 sl aly 5 ,aN) 5 Laall A el 350 e Ll
eVl s hadll 6 Al sda Juadi U elal) ol cuhdll Cuagd G Il bl
L g U gancas
AV AL e eyl L8 Cind) 31 el
Paall e o)y sl 3 Juw sl sy 2 il 1 ale ]
¢ sl Al Lgtia sl AN e g gall 5 Jusgill 0 sgde G d8Dle 2 n b 2

ool oyl g
Bl Al due ol g cadadll L Ju i) o sedal (g salll 2l pliaiia -]
adad & elall o) cudadll Ledl s 3l ULl g Js il o s (pm A8Mad) apaad 2
4ol
sl Al m i

gl e Al A 4 gl ) alleatinly cudadl) 2 8w (]

257


mailto:Zainab.hussain@uokerbala.edu.iq
mailto:a.karar74@yahoo.com
mailto:a.karar74@yahoo.com

- e

(i) ] gl gl gutnlind] saipd il
" i S il B (] bl e b i
( obill adall) 2020 Jodl godlS 17-16

Y eilse 8 =
i ahtsahy e aol=ll
Al all daalll
Syl k] 32 0

-~ oty

laall 8 5 jlisall aal sall g Juassill gl (o 385 5 A8Me S g g iyl (10 (2
oA de oYl
L) )5S il il Alaae Canll il iy Bl Al Jalad 22y

1. Plea: A Theoretical Background

Having various meanings, the word "plea" has been defined
differently by several scholars. Plea is an act of worship which requires
an argument or urgent entreaty (Merriam-Webster's New Dictionary of
Synonyms,1984.626-7). Wierzbica (1987:58)  defines plea as a
"passionate desire to convince the addressee to do what the speaker
wants". March (2008:5) and Fernald (2015:378) agree that the word
"plea” can be used synonymously with beg, beseech, pray, supplicate etc.
with a slight difference in their indications, all these words indicate polite
request. They also show humility. On the contrary, a5 4% (2012:16 )
points out that supplication is a an umbrella concept which covers a wide
range of implications.

Similarly, supplication, as mentioned in 4.l 4e 5 4411(1987:69), is a
comprehensive term that includes all other related notions.

Y1 (2001:12 ) emphasizes that ( J~si) is an Arabic concept which is
widely common in poetry and prose.

According to English- English Dictionary(2015:1), plea is a request
made in an emotional manner.

Linguistically, 43S (2016:25,58) plea implies the sense of closeness.

in other words it demands doing what is required so as to bridge the gap.
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Conceptually, it means following God's instructions without any
objection. It also necessitates striving for perfection to get God's

satisfaction (ibid).

2. Types of Plea

From a religious point of view, 3% (2000:7-9) classifies plea into
the following types:
1. Acceptable plea: It stands for real plea which is praised in Islam. This

type of hope is true happiness and it remains under all circumstances.
(180: SlLeV1) & Gs 048306 G 3@Y1 &g b

(The most beautiful names belong to Allah. so call on him by them)
(Ali,1987:78)

2. Unacceptable plea: This type of hope is negative.

(3: ) € o dy 6y Jy i v
(But those who take for protectors other than Allah (say): "We only serve them in
order that they may bring us nearer to Allah.” Ali (1987:231)

4. Plea: A Linguistic Perspective
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Linguistically, plea is a an act that can be expressed by certain
structures and words. Imperatives are among the constructions that are
employed to express plea (Quirk et al. 1985: 8312).

Wierzbica (1987: 58) states that the act of plea is defined as " a
requestive
act in which the speaker asks for something passionately.

The word plead can be associated with prepositions such as to, for and
with.

1) They plead for a help.

2) el IS Ciany Al eliad y ST o) &1

Having rhetorical denotations, Abdul-Raof (2006: 119) remarks that
vocatives are also used to indicate plea.

s 50 5 Lig A 8 U LY g5 LR L e sl 5l (i 358 1 238 Gy Ly 214 31 Aaald Ly
bl e U a5 ) e A5 clilala (53 (0 U3 ) ) ol U 55

The word "plea" can be used substitutionary with many words that
denote its means with slight difference. &laiul lea 285 gre words that
carry the sense of submission and humility ( 48l 4= g 5all, 1987: 69).

According tows s~ sl (2008:118), repetition is another device that is
used to indicate plea.

5. Plea: Syntactically

Plea can be uttered by using certain syntactic devices which are as

follows:
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4.1 Imperatives
Abdul-Raof ( 2006: 1178) says that among the rhetorical indication of

imperatives is to convey meanings plea.
19( - Jodt) §'5is 5 e Caall g Sheaw K31 5T 33l 0 3

O my Lord! so order me that I may be grateful for Thy favours,

which thou hast bestowed on me and on my parents,186

4.1 Negative Imperatives
According to =il (1980:192), another syntactic way of expressing

plea is the negative imperative.

(Oenl 30 a2 51 L ¢ el 5y aliay ¢ Bl iS5 ¢ 3 T ¢ o) old Laa5 Y )

7. Linguistic Devices of Plea of in Al-Zahraa's Sermon and

Supplications

Text -1-
vk Gl Jamd ¥ g ecnllinl L coalh ¥ 5 el L Jady ¥ gecabacy W Gl ¥ 2600 v
" ‘z.o’., w/i o 4 \y’j

Being totally submitted to the will of God and instructions, the

repetition refers to the total devotion to the will of God. The frequent
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‘onyg p

use of negation confirms supplication which is compatible with patience
necessitates having self —control. Here , the speaker shows praise to the
Almighty God. The confession of God's Holiness explains the speaker's

weakness and his revelation of God's greatness.

Text-2-

O8 & 3hag pa i 8 b ANl b g a8 5al) B Tad Aal g, 0838 e L il Ly
§ .caspha

Submissively, Al-Zahraa depicts her devotion to Allah. She
intensively asks for salvation. Al-Zahraa employs vocatives (L% ) more
than one time to indicate the sense of plea. Answering all human pleas for
redemption, Al-Zahraa is sure that Allah is the one and the only one who

is the source of relief and satisfaction.

Text-2-

Tliaiy s uda £ 5y (ol (ot O chaa) (R allinl) 4 A5 o3 alay) AUy, AL

ds
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Al-Zahraa makes use of imperatives in this text. She politely asks for
real faith. Her requests mirror her total submission to Allah. Regardless
of this earthly life, she wants to have real happiness which exists in the
hereafter.

Text-3-
a5 Y F Diie 1 800 s (e Sy B ) Sty S0) W By o S gy L) 1805 &
§ Ty il &l Joo ol g i iy (Dagk G

The imperatives here, expresses the pleas politely and friendly. Such
appeals reflects the ethics of supplication. Living under the shade of
God's care, imperatives exemplify the etiquettes of asking God's mercy

and hope which lie in the character of the Imam.
Text-3-

S5 o e 5 oo s b 51 oyfy M1 B3 Gusinli ey 2B )

The use of vocatives is to plea for the acceleration of the appearances
and the urgent need for the presence of the Imam. They embody the total
readiness to the existence of Imam. Vocatives are also represent the

spiritual devotion which is a reflection of the divine one.

Text-4-
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As an appeal from a soul drowning in a deep misery and with a
melancholy sense of ambiguity, Sayyidah Fatima Al- Zahraa (Peace be
upon her) raises some rhetorical questions. To be oppressed deliberately,
Al Zahra (a.s.) shows her feeling of sadness by uttering these words.
Negatively, she explain her attitude toward those who are carless of her

sublime position.

Text-5-
A GERET A A Ciatie Y b LAl Gos dliE 4 dled o3 ey &l

fo3A Ciuady

With searching eyes and longing heart, the speaker is addressing
Allah saying that He has bestowed His creation with His endless
bounties. He is in an urgent need for fulfilling her needs. Here, he takes
notice of the fitness of devices used to denote plea in the speech. The
preposition (<) carries the sense of insistence on the plea. Appropriately,

the speaker suits devices denoting plea with the idea concerned.
8. Conclusions

1-1t is concluded that the preacher(s) employs various devices of plea in

his speech so as to attract the attention of his listener(s).
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2- There is a positive contact between the linguistic devices used to
express plea and the topics under investigation.

3- It is also found that each deceive that denote plea possesses a lexical
denotation that makes it exceptional.

4-The use of the different stylistic devices reveals the bitterness of the
situation and the very idea of the speech.

5- The use of plea in some selected supplications and sermons creates a

sense of spiritual elevation and devotion.
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