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Abstract
The ability to correctly perform ijtihad (interpretation and application of Islamic law) is considered to be the
culmination of sound religious knowledge and understanding, and the basis for the attribution of the highest
ranks of honor to religious scholars, who are the heirs of the prophets, peace be upon them. Although many
Islamic legal scholars agree that there are two conditions necessary for a person’s qualification and eligibility
to perform ijtihad - knowledge and moral character, some of them do not consider moral character to be a
requirement for them to do so, and only stipulate it for the issuance of fatwa (legal verdicts).
The aim of this research is to examine the validity of the stipulation of moral character as a condition for the
qualification of Islamic scholars to perform ijtihad, critique differing opinions on the subject, and assess the
positions of classical scholars who did not directly address the issue, by engaging in a combined descriptive
and analytical approach of the arguments and evidences of various classical Muslim legal theorists and the
bases for their disagreements, predicated by a discussion of the standards of moral character in Islam.
This research was concluded with a number of results, the most important of which are that:

1. Knowledge and justice are both conditions for the mujtahid (person who performs ijtihad) to reach the
required degree of diligence, whereas there can be no proper interpretations made while a person is in a state
of ignorance or immorality.

2. Attributing the opinion that moral character is not a requirement for proper legal interpretations to the
vast majority of Islamic legal theorists is erroneous. Rather, some of them stipulated this, while many of them
did not mention the issue, except in reference to the interpretation itself, instead of the personal character of
the scholar.

3. The deniers of the requirement of moral character as an attribute for proper Islamic legal interpretation
have not presented any direct evidence to support their opinion, and, therefore, their arguments are subject to
discussion and refutation.

4. A number of quranic verses and prophetic hadith indicate that moral character is a requirement for a
person to be considered qualified to interpret religious texts.
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